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 We, the Members of the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE), extend our 

deep appreciation and esteem to Justin McDermott, for his dedicated service to 

postsecondary students in Illinois and his contributions to the Board as its nontraditional 

student representative during the past year. 

 

 Having served as an active member of the IBHE Student Advisory Committee 

(IBHE-SAC), representing William Rainey Harper College, Justin led by example as a 

student who is passionate about providing support to access and affordability for Illinois’ 

students, with special focus on those students who are working, raising families, or 

members or veterans of our Country’s armed services. He served ably as the Master of 

Ceremonies for the Save MAP Student Rally Day in Springfield in the spring of 2012. He 

worked so well with his peers on the IBHE-SAC that they chose him to represent them on 

this Board.   

 

We express our sincere gratitude to Justin for his five years of service in the 

United States Army. As a veteran student, he received his associate’s degree from Harper 

College. Successfully transferring to DePaul University, Justin has one more year to 

completion of a bachelor’s degree, majoring in Management in Information Systems. His 

sights are set on graduate school, specifically the dual Juris Doctor and Masters in 

Business Administration program at Northwestern University.  

 

 We thank Justin for his commitment and excellent service to Illinois’ college 

students, and spirit of public service in representing Illinois’ nontraditional students who 

persevere to college completion. 

 

 

 

The Illinois Board of Higher Education 

June 4. 2013 


