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Item #VII-2 

September 27, 2016 

 

 

 

NEW UNITS OF INSTRUCTION AT PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
 

 

Submitted for: Action. 

 

Summary: This item requests approval of two new associate degree programs to be 

offered at two community colleges. 

 

Action Requested: That the Illinois Board of Higher Education approves the following 

programs at the colleges indicated: 

 

 

Harper College 

 Associate in Applied Science in Surgical Technology 

 

Triton College 

 Associate in Applied Science in Surgical Technology 

 

  

deitsch
Text Box
APPROVEDSEPTEMBER 27, 2016



 

6 

 

  



 

7 

 

 

Item #VII-2 

September 27, 2016 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

 

 

NEW UNITS OF INSTRUCTION AT PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
 

 By statute, the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE) is responsible for approving new 

associate degree programs proposed by public community colleges.  The Board’s approval criteria, 

defined in administrative rules, address relevance to college mission, academic control, faculty and 

staff, support services, financial resources, student demand, employer demand, curriculum, and 

congruence with IBHE policies and priorities.  Before a recommendation for approval of an 

associate degree program is submitted to the IBHE for approval, staff of the IBHE and the Illinois 

Community College Board review the proposal.  Once agreement is reached on a proposal having 

met the approval criteria, a recommendation for approval is presented to each board. 

 

Executive Summary  

 

Harper College  

 

 Associate in Applied Science in Surgical Technology 

 

 Harper College is seeking approval to offer a 66 credit hour Associate in Applied Science 

in Surgical Technology.  This program will prepare students for a career as a surgical technologist.  

Surgical Technologists are an integral part of the healthcare team, providing surgical care to 

patients in a variety of settings, such as operating rooms, and outpatient surgical centers.  Students 

will engage in clinical experiences built upon didactic instruction in healthcare sciences, 

technological sciences, patient care concepts, and surgical procedures.  The proposed program 

exceeds accreditation requirements of the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education 

Programs and the College will seek program accreditation once all appropriate state-level approvals 

have been granted.  There are policies in place to ensure faculty members possess the training, 

credentials, and qualifications to provide instruction in the proposed program.  The College has 

sufficient library, technology, staff, and financial resources in place to support the proposed 

program.   

Approval request summary, including staff conclusion, follows in Attachment A. 

 

Triton College   

 

 Associate in Applied Science in Surgical Technology 

 

Triton College is seeking approval to offer a 63 credit hour Associate in Applied Science 

in Surgical Technology.  This program will prepare individuals to gain employment as an entry-

level surgical technologist and become a health care contributor as part of a surgical team.  Students 

will engage in clinical experiences built upon didactic instruction in healthcare sciences, 

technological sciences, patient care concepts, and surgical procedures.  The program is designed to 

meet the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs Standards and 

Guidelines for Accredited Education Programs in Surgical Technology.  There are policies in place 
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to ensure faculty members possess the training, credentials, and qualifications to provide instruction 

in the proposed program.  The College has sufficient library, technology, staff, and financial 

resources in place to support the proposed program.   

 

Approval request summary, including staff conclusion, follows in Attachment B. 

 

The staff recommends adoption of the following resolutions: 

The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby grants authority to Harper College to offer 

the Associate in Applied Science in Surgical Technology subject to the institution’s implementation 

and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis 

upon which this authorization is granted. 

 

 The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby grants authority to Triton College to offer 

the Associate in Applied Science in Surgical Technology subject to the institution’s implementation 

and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis 

upon which this authorization is granted. 
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Harper College 

1200 West Algonquin Road 

Palatine, IL  60067 

President:  Dr. Kenneth L. Ender 

 

Proposed Program Title:  Associate in Applied Science (AAS) in Surgical Technology (66 credit 

hours) 

 

Program Purpose   

 

 The AAS program will prepare individuals for entry-level employment or advancement 

into the position of surgical technologist. 

 

Catalog Description   

 

 This 66 credit hour curriculum prepares students for a career as a surgical technologist. 

Surgical Technologists are an integral part of the healthcare team, providing surgical care to 

patients in a variety of settings, such as operating rooms and outpatient surgical centers.  The 

surgical technologist works directly under the supervision of the surgeon during invasive surgical 

procedures to ensure than the operating room environment is fully prepared with surgical 

instruments, properly functioning equipment, and environmental conditions that maximize patient 

safety.  Students will engage in clinical experiences built upon didactic instruction in healthcare 

sciences, technological sciences, patient care concepts, and surgical procedures. 

 

Curricular Information   

 

 The degree program requires 20 credit hours of general education coursework and 46 credit 

hours of career and technical coursework.  The career and technical component includes instruction 

in medical terminology, surgical pharmacology, orientation to the profession, fundamentals of 

surgical technology and laboratory, introductory through advanced levels of surgical procedures, 

fundamentals of sterile processing and laboratory, and introductory through advanced levels of 

clinical applications. 

 

Justification for Credit Hours Required for the Degree   

 

 The newly developed Surgical Technology curriculum was designed to prepare students 

for entry-level competency upon completion of the program.  The Harper College Surgical 

Technology program will seek programmatic accreditation from the Accreditation Review Council 

on Education in Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting.  In addition to meeting accreditation 

requirements, the program curriculum was designed in consultation with industry employers who 

expressed the importance of early exposure to the fundamentals of sterile processing.  Didactic and 

laboratory courses have been included in the curriculum to support the integration of this essential 

aspect of the profession in students’ education and training. 

 

Accrediting Information  

 

 The curriculum aligns with standards outlined by the Accreditation Review Council on 

Education in Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting for credentialing and will prepare 

graduates for the Certified Surgical Technologist credential through the Association of Surgical 

Technologists.  The proposed program exceeds accreditation requirements of the Commission on 
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Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs and the College will seek program accreditation 

once all appropriate state-level approvals have been granted. 

Supporting Labor Market Data (including employer partners) 

Labor market information provided by the College supports the interest in and the need for 

a two-year degree program in this field of study.  According to the Illinois Department of 

Employment Security, employment of surgical technologists is expected increase by 14.7 percent, 

and employment of surgical technologists in hospitals is expected to increase by 26.5 percent 

statewide through 2022.  Local employers have expressed support for a program that will provide 

existing professionals holding certificate-level education credentials an avenue for meeting new 

credential requirements.  

 
Table 1:  Employer Partners  

Employer Location 

Northwest Community Hospital Arlington Heights, IL 

Methodist Hospital Crown Point, IN 

Good Shepherd Advocate Hospital Barrington, IL 

 

Table 2:  Projected Enrollments 

Surgical Technology AAS First Year Second Year Third Year 

Full-Time Enrollments: 30 60 60 

Part-Time Enrollments: - - - 

Completions: - 30 30 

 

Financial / Budgetary Information  
 

Two new faculty (one full-time and one part-time) will be required to implement the 

program.  One additional part-time faculty person will be budgeted for during the second and third 

years as necessary to address increases in enrollments.  The program will be housed in a newly 

renovated state-of-the-art surgical suite on the College’s main campus.  Equipment donations to 

support the program have been provided by Good Shepherd Advocate Hospital.  The program will 

be fiscally supported through student tuition and fees.  
 
Table 3:  Financial Information 

 First Year Second Year Third Year 

Faculty Costs $48,000 $53,000 $58,000 

Administrator Costs - - - 

Other Personnel costs (adjunct faculty) $3,500 $7,000 $10,500 

Equipment Costs - $2,000 $3,000 

Library/LRC Costs $500 $500 $500 

Facility Costs* - - - 

Other (specify) – Instructional 

supplies/Mileage  

$400 $400 $400 

TOTAL NEW COSTS $52,400 $62,900 $72,400 
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Table 4:  Faculty Requirements 

 First Year Second Year Third Year 

 Full-Time           Part-time Full-Time           Part-

time 

Full-Time           Part-time 

New Faculty   1 1 0 1 0 1 

Existing Faculty 0 0 1 1 1 2 

 

Staff Conclusion 
 

Harper College and its proposed program meet the criteria to implement the Board of 

Higher Education Act (110 ILCS 205) as set forth in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1050.30 and the Illinois 

Board of Higher Education policies pertaining to assessment and accreditation for licensure. 
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Triton College 

2000 Fifth Avenue 

River Grove, IL  60171 

President:  Ms. Mary-Rita Moore 

Proposed Program Title:  Associate in Applied Science (AAS) in Surgical Technology 

Technician (63 credit hours) 

Program Purpose 

 The AAS program will prepare individuals for obtaining entry-level employment as a 

surgical technologist, achieve national certification, and register with the State of Illinois as a 

credentialed surgical technologist.  

Catalog Description  

The surgical technology program will provide the training and knowledge necessary for 

students to gain employment as a competent entry-level surgical technologist and become health 

care contributors within surgical teams.  This will be accomplished by promotion learning in the 

cognitive (knowledge), psychomotor (skills), and affective (behavior) learning domains, as well as 

meeting the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP) 

Standards and Guidelines for Accredited Education Programs in Surgical Technology. 

 

Curricular Information 

 The degree program requires 16 credit hours of general education coursework and 47 credit 

hours of career and technical coursework.  The career and technical component includes instruction 

in surgical technology basics, surgical technology theory and laboratory, advanced surgical 

technology theory and laboratory, specialty surgical procedures, surgical simulation laboratory, 

allied health ethics, professional development, certification preparation, and basic and advanced 

levels of clinical experience.  

Justification for Credit hours required for the degree  

 The College currently offers an accredited Surgical Technology Certificate program.  By 

August 2021, all existing programs will be required to award a minimum of an associate’s degree 

for students to obtain national certification.  The proposed degree curriculum exceeds content and 

competencies specified in the current edition of the Core Curriculum for Surgical Technology as 

outlined by the CAAHEP and reflect all of the requisite topics and learning objectives necessary to 

meet accreditation requirements.  

Accrediting Information  

 The proposed degree program meets new accreditation requirements of the Commission 

on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs.  The curriculum aligns with standards 

outlined by the Accreditation Review Council on Education in Surgical Technology and Surgical 

Assisting for credentialing and will prepare graduates for the Certified Surgical Technologist 

credential through the Association of Surgical Technologists. 

 

Supporting Labor Market Data (including employer partners)  

 

 By August 2021, all existing programs will be required to award a minimum of an 

associate’s degree for students to obtain national certification.  College faculty and members of the 
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program advisory committee support the revision of the existing certificate program into a degree 

curriculum in order to meet accreditation standards and local labor force needs.  Local employers 

indicate a need for not only the training of new surgical technologists, but also for a program that 

will provide existing professionals holding certificate-level education credentials an avenue for 

meeting new credential requirements.  Labor market information provided by the College supports 

the interest in and the need for a two-year degree program in this field of study.  According to the 

Illinois Department of Employment Security, employment of surgical technologists is expected 

increase by 14.7 percent, and employment of surgical technologists in hospitals is expected to 

increase by 26.5 percent statewide through 2022.  

 
Table 1:  Employer Partners  

Employer Location 

Advanced Ambulatory Surgical Center 

Advocate Lutheran General Hospital 

Christ Advocate Hospital 

Chicago, IL 

Park Ridge, IL 

Chicago and Oak Lawn, IL 

Edward Hines Jr. VA Hospital Hines, IL 

Elmhurst Memorial Hospital Elmhurst, IL 

Gottlieb Memorial Hospital Melrose Park, IL 

 

Table 2:  Projected Enrollments 

Surgical Technology AAS First Year Second Year Third Year 

Full-Time Enrollments: 20 20 20 

Part-Time Enrollments: - - - 

Completions: - 14 14 

 

Financial / Budgetary Information  
 

One new full-time faculty will be required during the second year of the revised program.  

Existing full- and part-time faculty will be retained.  The program will utilize all existing facilities 

and equipment to support the program.  The program will be fiscally supported through student 

tuition and fees.  
 
Table 3:  Financial Information 

 First Year Second Year Third Year 

Faculty Costs - $52,500 - 

Administrator Costs - - - 

Other Personnel costs (adjunct faculty) - - - 

Equipment Costs - - - 

Library/LRC Costs - - - 

Facility Costs* - - - 

Other (specify) –Prof. Dev./Mileage  - $5,000 - 

TOTAL NEW COSTS - $57,500 - 
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Table 4:  Faculty Requirements 

 First Year Second Year Third Year 

 Full-Time           Part-time Full-Time           Part-time Full-Time           Part-time 

New Faculty   0 0 1 0 0 0 

Existing Faculty 1 3 1 3 1 3 

 

Staff Conclusion 
 

Triton College and its proposed program meet the criteria to implement the Board of 

Higher Education Act (110 ILCS 205) as set forth in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 1050.30 and the Illinois 

Board of Higher Education policies pertaining to assessment and accreditation for licensure. 
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